Having bared his heart of love and affections for
his newly saved brethren in Thessalonica, Paul proceeds
with solid exhortations regarding their conduct before the
living and true God whom they had turned from idols to
serve. Indeed this remark in chapter 1:9-10 setsthe stage
for these appealsto their lovefor the Lord Jesus. Not that
they weren't living for Him already, but he desires they
abound more and more. We are not to rest upon our oars.
We can always grow more conformed to Jesus Christ,
even though even the youngest believer is like Him in
some measure already. To this end Paul reminds them of
some commandments he had given them before he
abruptly had to leave them. These commandments were
“by the Lord Jesus.” Commands given by the Lord are
God'swill. Some nowadays have become afraid of being
“legal” (or perhaps worse in their view, being called
legal). But wholehearted devotionto theLord who died to
save us need not be “legal.” The God who purchased us
with the blood of His one and only Son is worthy of our
total enthusiastic obedience. He hasawill. That will is
that we be sanctified. Thiswas one purpose of the Cross.
Jesus Himself expresses it in His prayer to the Father
before the cross.

John 17:13 And now come | to thee; and these things

| speak in the world, that they might have my joy

fulfilled in themselves. 14 | have given them thy word;
and the world hath hated them, because they are not of
the world, even as | am not of the world. 15| pray not
that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that
thou shoul dest keep themfromthe evil. 16 They are not
of theworld, even as| amnot of the world. 17 Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou
hast sent me into the world, even so have | also sent
them into the world. 19 And for their sakes | sanctify
myself, that they also might be sanctified through the
truth. 20 Neither pray | for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through their word;
Sanctified means to be set apart, set apart from sin, set
apart fromthisworld, set apart asfar asHewasin Hislife
down here and as far apart as He isnow. Here we learn
this, that down to earth every day holinessof lifestarts
with fundamental sexual purity. Abstinence! “Legal”
you say? Not! Purity of spirit, soul and body before a
Pure God. Abstinence.

(Abstinence: Greek: to hold oneself off, i.e. refrain)
Any act of intimacy outside of marriage, is sin. It is
defiling personally, dishonoring to both involved,
dishonoring our Creator, dishonoring our Lord and Savior,
dishonoring our God and Father, corrupting the Assembly
of God, and if not checked, bringing about utter
destruction of the local assembly. He appealsto the call
of God. A call unto holiness. Pagan Gentilesor religious
Jews, they had not been holy when God called them. Now
they are cautioned against relapse into old habits. The
local surrounding culture was compl etely accommodating
of premarital, extramarital or promiscuous relationships.

1Thessalonians 4:1-12
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There was no restraining legal or cultural influence to be
found inthe city, much liketheworld wefind ourselvesin
today. Aslittle as50 years ago the community welivein
was publicaly intolerant of divorce, adultery and
fornication, not to name other unmentionable vices. No
longer, athough not yet given up to total dissoluteness.
The walk of the believer isto be one as alight in a dark
place. Evenif different! Not conformed, Romans12;1-2.
Not a non-conformist, but not conformist.

Note there is no indication of Paul having taught
them what he later wrote the believersin Rome (Romans
6 -8), Galatia, and in other epistles about the positional
basisfor overcoming sin in the flesh. Hisappeal isto the
newborn believers, who in their ssimplicity of heart are
willing and able to please God. First Love!

Paul goes into some specifics in this passage,
which we need to understand. He deliberately uses
delicate language and euphemisms to speak of this
intimate subject in away that is not defiling to the reader.
May we learn from his example. Not that God won't or
doesn’t use very graphic and shockingly gross terms and
descriptionsin scripture of sin and its consequences. But
we do well to follow Paul’s example here and heed his
admoni shmentsregarding what we say, how we say it, and
even whether we should say it at all.

Ephesians 5:11 And have no fellowship with the

unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

12 For it isa shame even to speak of those thingswhich

are done of themin secret.

What does he mean “possess his vessel?” Each
person? Each male? Isthe “vessal” aman’'s wife? His
own body? Clearly the man is to be in control of both
himself and the situations he encounters or enters into.
There is no double standard here. A man isn’t free to
roam while demanding purity in hiswife or fiancee. And
he is not to attempt to go as far as he can and rely on her
to protect her honor and say no. Heisto say no. Say no
by avoiding temptation, tempting situations and refusing
toyield to temptation if tested. Flee fornication.

1Corinthians 6:18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a

man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth

fornication sinneth against his own body. 19 What?
know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy

Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye

are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price:

therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God's.
If possible, say no before even starting down a path that
might lead to temptation.
1Corinthians10: 13 There hath no temptation taken you
but such asis common to man: but God isfaithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted abovethat yeareable;
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it.
Havethe Lord Jesus before us. Heisthe only way we can
have eyes to spot the way of escape He has provided. He




isthe reason we can carry out God’ swill in these matters.
Becontinually intheword and prayer and rely onthe Holy
Spirit within usfor the power of self control (whichis part
of the fruit of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22-23).

| repeat. Scripture consistently places the
responsibility upon the man for the purity of any
relationship involvingamaeand afemale. Inreality this
is inherent in his created masculinity and his God given
position of headship. Every young man should take this
responsi bleposition seriously when escorting ayoung lady
to some activity. Guys are responsible for the lady’s
honor. Older men are still vulnerable to temptation.
Davidfailedinthisregarding Bathsheba. Countlessothers
have before and since. Men of al ages must consciously
maintain all purity when visiting or counseling a woman.

1Timothy 5:1 Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as

a father; and the younger men asbrethren; 2 The elder

women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all

purity.

Sanctification, being set apart to holiness, isthe
key toawalk pleasing to God. Itisthekey to an effective
testimony to man. The scriptures abound with references
to thisbasic principle of God swill.

Alongwith sanctification br otherly love (phileo)
is the key to healthy relationships between believers in
Christ. Inthis, moreis always better. Thislove is not
confined to local saintsbut istoward brethrenin the Lord
everywhere. Each local assembly is, in one sense,
uniquely constituted and gifted by theHead for every work
into which He may lead it. It is aso fitted for every
responsibility and local issue Hemay giveit to handle. He
is, after al, in the midst, Matthew 18:20. But the loca
assembly is not independent at all, as these scriptures
among others clearly show. Their love and friendship
flows out to al the assemblies for miles round and Paul
encouragesthis. Nothinking intermsof “our assembly”
here. What a shame that saints of God nowadays are so
often found to be separated from one another. Thiswas
not His original plan or intent. This sad condition has
been brought about by theinattention of believersto God' s
word and lack of dependence on the Holy Spirit. The
consequent infiltration (or eruption) of evil teaching,
immoral practices and worldly living were allowed to
remain undisciplined and then to persist in the assembly.
Finally it became necessary for godly saints to leave it.
We Christians have helped the Enemy make ruin of the
assembly of God founded on the day of Pentecost. He left
it in our hands to hold, honor and treasure. Despite the
failure, we are to seek to carry on the original order and
intent to the greatest extent practicable, while maintaining
the sanctification mentioned first in this chapter.
Meanwhile we look forward to being united in glory with

the Lord who died for us and His Assembly of called out
saints. He speaks of that rapture in our next lesson.

The third component of a successful testimony
hereisour quiet, honest, industrious daily lives. Paul
hasto remind them gently here (but some moreforcibly in
his second epistle) of their need to work hard to support
themselves with food and covering (clothing and shelter).
He had. Note the objective of working was not to pursue
a fulfilling career or to have money for pleasures, or to
save up for security but simply to have lack of nothing.
Not to gain, but rather not to lack. Idlenessisnot agodly
way of life.

Heassumeswemay beemployedwith unbelievers
(those that are without) or have other regular contact with
them as neighbors, with business, shopping, etc. Weare
not called to be reclusive. On the other hand he aso
exhorts that we not become busybodies in the affairs of
others. This habit is disruptive to unity within the
assembly and it isantagonistic to those without who might
otherwise listen to the gospel. We ought not intrude into
other persons lives much less seek to control them.

Summary. We see the wisdom of Paul’s earlier three
chapter review of his conduct toward them. Hewas able
to admonish them effectively because he had practiced
what he preached while with them.

Fondbrotherly loveisstrongly encouraged among
the believers in the local assembly and surrounding
assemblies as well, for there is one body. But there are
dangersto beaware of intheclose, affectionatefellowship
of saints, brothers and sisters in the Lord. As our
character and personalities are growing more and more
like Christ we become close friends, dear to one another.
This nearness can be overdone in ways that impose upon
and even victimize another. The worst example givenis
an extramarital affair and even separation, divorce and
remarriage between believers within the assembly.
Another temptation is to impose upon the generosity and
love of othersto support us rather than to work ourselves.
Paul worked even while serving the Lord among them. A
deeper imposition aong this line is to meddle in the
business of others, and even seek to control them. Those
shepherding the flock and seeking to counsel others must
be constantly aware of this, 1Peter 5:1- 4. Love doesn’'t
lead to these departuresfrom the path, but our human flesh
is still in us and can corrupt the loveliest of God's gifts.
Whereforethe exhortationsgivenin thispassage. May we
be able to see and weigh things from God' s perspective
and get it right before our limited time down here is

wasted.
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